Projected limb length inequality: selecting patients for surgery.
The selection of patients for surgery for limb length discrepancy is directed by the patient's desires and the limitations of surgery. All interventions have substantial advantages and disadvantages. In addition, the patient's ability to tolerate the intervention and the risks that accompany them are of paramount importance. The cause of the discrepancy, accompanying deformities or pathology, the patient's other medical conditions, and the predicted mature stature of the patient will all affect both the goals and viability of certain surgeries.